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The fight is over the 100 million Indians who
spend close to $1 billion annually at fastfood restaurants. The fast-food market in
India is growing at a robust 40 percent with
pizzas taking a major slice.
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CRICKETMANIA!
WORLD CUP 2007
C

ricket lovers around the world are
eagerly awaiting the 2007 ICC
Cricket World Cup, which will kick
off March 11 with an opening ceremony
in Trelawny, Jamaica.
Ten Test match playing countries and
Kenya qualified for this World Cup automatically, and five further teams qualified
via the 2005 ICC Trophy. The field of
sixteen teams is the largest ever for the
Cricket World Cup. (A complete schedule
tear sheet appears on page 687).
The 16 nations are divided into four
groups of four teams. A total of 51 matches will be played, which is three matches
less than the 2003 world cup, despite the
two extra teams taking part. The top two
teams from each group will then compete
in a Super Eight format, similar to the
previous Super Six format, from which
the semi-finalists will be decided.
The top two teams from each group
will go into the Super Eight stage and the
top four from the Super Eights will go into
66 | Siliconeer | February 2007

Cricket lovers all over the world are eagerly
awaiting the World Cup in West Indies where the
world’s top 16 cricketing nations compete for
cricket’s top prize. A Siliconeer report.
the semi-finals.
Eight venues across the West Indies
have been selected to host the World Cup
final tournament.
Organizers had their work cut out, as
a host of hurdles had to be dealt with.
“From the reports of the ICC inspection team, it would appear that the venues
in the different countries will be ready
and will meet the agreed specifications.
Mobilization by local organizers is also in
full gear in a number of host countries,”
Dennis Morrison writes in the Jamaica
Observer.

The organizing hiccups have been
manifold. The March-April schedule coincides with the peak of the winter tourist season, which threw up questions of
whether there would be room for those
extra cricket tourists.
With a cluster of island nations hosting the event, visa hassles threatened to
be a real nightmare. However, the organizing nations came up with one omnibus
visa program which was supposed to take
care of it.
It didn’t.
► See next Page
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Citizens from the United Kingdom,
Canada, Ireland and South Africa are
exempt from the visa requirement but
supporters from major cricketing countries like India, Pakistan, Australia, New
Zealand and Sri Lanka are not.
Fans from Bangladesh, Sri Lanka
and Pakistan must send their passports to
the Trinidad and Tobago embassy in New
Delhi to obtain special visas for all nine
countries hosting the games.
Meanwhile Australian and New Zealand fans are crying foul. “The shambolic
organization surrounding the issuing of
visas for many of those traveling from
Australia and New Zealand to the World
Cup shows no sign of improving,” the
cricket Web site Cricinfo reports. “Almost
a fortnight after the scale of the problem
first came to light, it seems that little has
been done to alleviate the situation.”
Mike Agostini, who until recently
was Trinidad and Tobago’s honorary
www.siliconeer.com

consul in Australia, reported to Cricinfo
that the Caricom Visa issuing offices in
Sydney were ‘are still not operative, or,
if so, just barely.’”
“I am as amazed as I am appalled at
what is happening here and looks likely
to become much worse, with the deadline
for these visas being January 15, 2007 and
the issuing office not fully operative and
the time stated for issuing of visas and
return of passports being still ‘up to three
weeks,’” Agostini said.
Meanwhile ticket sales have been
sluggish. Nor has the Caribbean tourism
industry been using the World Cup as a
promotional tool, given the fact that it is
a peak travel season anyway.
“From their standpoint, the month of
May would have been the ideal period,
as this falls in the slower spring season
when demand for rooms is far less,” wrote
Jamaican columnist Morrison. “To give
up high-yielding room rates in the peak
winter season in return for a one-off event

a computer-generated aerial view of Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium in St John’s, antigua &
Barbuda, a venue for the ICC World Cup in
March 2007. (Inset): The ICC Cricket World Cup
trophy.

such as Cricket World Cup was an unattractive proposition.”
Still, he hopes the region realizes
the potential long-term benefits in hosting such a massive global event successfully.
“The eyes of millions of people in
the world are going to be on the Caribbean countries during the event, giving us
exposure that will be many times greater
than the total tourism advertising budget
of all our countries,” he wrote. “Were we
to succeed in staging a memorable World
Cup, it would put the Caribbean among
the top event promoters worldwide with
great possibilities for attracting future
world-class events. After all, we are by
far the smallest population who have ever
been responsible for hosting what is the
world’s third largest sporting event.”
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Abbreviation key:
AUS
BAN
BER
ENG
IND
IRL
KEN
NED
NZ
PAK
SA
SCO
SL
WI
ZIM

Australia
Bangladesh
Canada
England
India
Ireland
Kenya
The Netherlands
New Zealand
Pakistan
South Africa
Scotland
Sri Lanka
West Indies
Zimbabwe
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